
CABINET MEMBER 
DECISION

Decision:   

That approval is given for the Private Sector Housing Assistance 
Policy – Independent Living be amended to remove the means test 
and local land charge in respect of applications for discretionary 
disabled facilities grants for stair lifts and modular access ramps.

(1) Details of Decision

To seek approval to amend the Private Sector Housing Assistance Policy – 
Independent Living to remove the means test and local land charge in 
respect of applications for discretionary disabled facilities grants for stair lifts 
and modular access ramps.

(2) Considerations/Evidence

In November 2018, the Cabinet Member for Housing approved a temporary 
revision to the Private Sector Housing Assistance Policy – Independent Living 
until 1 April 2019.  This removed the requirement for a means test and local 
land charge in respect of applications for disabled facilities grants for stair lifts 
and modular access ramps.

The temporary revision has allowed the demand for this grant funding and the 
effectiveness of the revision in supporting independent living to be assessed.

(3) Reasons for Decision:

The Private Sector Housing Assistance Policy - Independent Living was 
approved by Cabinet on 12 October 2017 and delegated authority given to 
the Cabinet Member for Housing to make any minor amendments to the 
policy that may be required to support its continued effectiveness.

The temporary revision of the Policy has had the effect of reducing the 
average time taken to process applications for stairlifts and modular access 
ramps from 20 weeks to 8 weeks (taken from receipt of a recommendation for 
an adaptation from an Occupational Therapist (OT) to the adaptation being 
installed). This supports disabled people to live independently sooner, 
reduces reliance on carers and helps prevent avoidable hospital admissions 
due to falls.



The demand during the temporary revision period has been managed within 
the existing disabled facilities grant budget.  The average approved grant 
value was £3132. 

As with all discretionary grants detailed in the Policy, the Council is not 
obliged to provide financial assistance.  Where assistance is provided, it can 
be withdrawn where funding is no longer available.  In these instances, the 
Council is still required to fulfil its statutory duty to provide Mandatory 
Disabled Facilities Grants under the terms of the Housing Grants, 
Construction and Regeneration Act 1996.  
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